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  Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. Keep to the information in the passage    

Amadu Bah sat on a stool in the cramped front section of the tiny shed that served as his home and place of business. The front part, which opened directly onto the busy road a few feet away, was his shop and the shop was no more than the four feet deep by six feet wide, the range of goods on display was impressive. Amadu Bah, however, was unhappy, business had not been particularly good lately. On top of that, his wife had just given birth to twins, something he had not bargained for. It meant two extra mouths to feed rather than one, in addition to the four small children they already had and his younger brother, just arrived from Jollof. It was a heavy responsibility. And space! Space was really becoming a problem in the room at the back. He mulled over the question on how to raise additional income from his business. When he increased his prices his customers became annoyed and some refused to buy. If he kept his prices low, he made very little money on the things he sold. Only recently he had been forced to raise prices because his Syrian suppliers had started charging more. 

Ah! It was a troublesome matter. He felt hot and uncomfortable. It was well into the dry season, and the tin walls of his shop seemed to magnify the sun’s heat despite the open store front. In the back one of the new arrivals was screaming lustily. Just in front of the shop two of his other children were playing to a narrow strip of dirt separated from the road by a shallow gutter.

Three small boys, each about eleven or twelve, came up on the shop and asked for a loaf of bread and a tin of sardines. He told them his new prices and they pulled back, digging in vain in their pockets for extra money. They started calling his names. They began dancing around the front of the shop, just out of his reach, clapping their hands and yelling insults.
“Foulahman, go home, go home’ they sang in delighted unison.
Amadu Bah was enraged. These brats were disrespectful towards him, trying to humiliate hum, when he was doing nothing but struggle to make a living. They would never cheek their Siangan elders like that. Why were they doing to him? Did they think because he was a Foulah they were better than him?

He sat still and unblinking, outwardly oblivious to the boy’s chants. Growing bold, one of them ventured a little too close to the counter. Bah swooped, catching him by the arm as he turned to run. The boy began to scream. Bah jumped over the counter and delivered a sharp slap to his face followed quickly by two heavy blows to the back. Then as he let go of him, he landed a parting shot to the boy’s back to speed him on his way. Unfortunately, this last was powerful enough to cause the boy to lose his balance.

He fell forward into the gutter, hitting his forehead on the sharp concrete edge. Blood spurted out of a nasty gash just below the hair line and the boy lay motionless, his body crumpled between the narrow sides of the ditch. Bah was horrified. When he found his voice it was all he could to shout for help. Passers-by and neighbours came to his aid. The youngster was lifted out of the gutter and a passing taxi was ailed to rush him to hospital. Bah went along, confused and disoriented. The whole thing had happened so fast. In a fraction of a second minor incident had transformed into a calamity. As he got into the taxi he was aware of hostile stares coming form the small crowd and some of the onlookers started to point accusing fingers at him.
The taxi rushed through the streets of Liberty with the boy still bleeding, though less profusely now. At the hospital they carried him into the emergency room where a nurse took over and started to clean the wound. A doctor came in and told them to wait outside. Bah sat by himself, wondering what he had done to deserve this misfortune. He prayed alternatively for the boy’s recovery and for his family’s safety. The angry crowd that had gathered a the scene of the accident was not a good sign. After an hour, the doctor came out and announced that the boy was out of danger. Amadu Bah had never felt so relieved in his life!
(Adapted from The Price of Liberty by Canton)

(a) What problems made life difficult of Amadu Bah at home?




(2mks)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (b) Briefly explain the dilemma Amadu Bah faced in connection with his business.

(2mks)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (c) Why do the boys have a negative attitude towards Amadu Bah?



(2mks)

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (d) Both the injured boy and Amadu Bah were to blame for what happened. Do you agree with this 
     statement? Support your answer with evidence from the passage.



(4mks)
     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Read the following poem and answer the questions on it;

SPIDER

Slow

As a limping cow

Or a mighty bull

With its leg split in two

A great black spider comes out of the earth,

And climbs up the wall

Then painfully sets his back against the trees

Throws out his threads for the wind to carry,
Weaves a web that reaches the sky.
(Literature: Reading Fiction, Poetry and Drama, McGrawhill, 2000)

(a) State three ways to effectively recite the above poem.





(3mks)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (b) Write other words that rhyme with the  following;





(4mks)

Bull

……………………………….

Wall

……………………………...

Earth 

………………………………..

Trees

…………………………………

(c) Write other words that sound exactly like the ones below;




(2mks)

Throws
………………………………………………………………………………
Two

……………………………………………………………………………....
(d) The word ‘wind’ has another different meaning from the one used in the poem. Write a sentence
     to illustrate that other meaning.








(1mk)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. (a) Rewrite the following sentences  choosing the correct alternatives from those in brackets (10mks)

 
(i) (This/These) ladies are professional secretaries in (this/these) college.
     
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (ii) The (scene/sin) in the play shows the dangers of (sin/scene)

     
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (iii) The (cart/cat) made deep (rats/ruts) on the muddy road.
     
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (iv) My niece (leaves/lives)in that small (hut/hat).

(v) Daddy drums up a (tin/din) on the (din/ tin) tambourine.
(b) Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate choice between the two given in bracket (5mks) 

   (i) Of the two subjects, I like this one ……………………………………….(more/most).
   (ii) Kiprono enjoys football more than ……………………………...(any/ any other) outdoor game.

  (iii) This year’s exam was ……………………………...(more hard/ harder) than last year’s. game.

  (iv) In the heat of January, a glass of passion juice  tastes ………………….(delicious /deliciousy).

  (v) (Whoever/Whomever)…………………………………………… I pick will lead the discussion.

(c) Complete each of the following sentences using the correct preposition.

 (5mks)

(i) …………………1963, Kenya gained independence.

(ii) ……………………………………….Scientific investigations, HIV/AIDS is mainly transmitted    

      …………………....unprotected sex ……………………………..…infected people.
(iii) ……………………………………….popular belief, lighting can strike twice in the same place.

(d) Complete each of the following sentences by using the correct form of the words in brackets (5mks)

    (i) We usually write our ………………………in the evenings. (compose)

    (ii) The man was arrested because his neighbours made malicious …………………against him. (allege)

    (iii) It is unclear whether or not, ………………….is determined by heredity. (person)

   (v) When we are happy, we reveal our ………………………....nature. (Please)

    (v) Her argument was obviously ………………………………….……(error).

(e) Supply appropriate question tags. 







(5mks)

     (i) We really love you ……………………..………………………………

     (ii) I am busy …………………………………………………………..……

    (iii) You won’t come …………………………………………………..……..
    (iv) Students must always obey school rules ………………………………….
    (v) Let us go …………………………………………………………………….

(f) Re-write the following passage, filling he blanks with a suitable word from the ones given in 
    brackets. Use the words in their correct form. 






(10mks)

Viola woke up with a swollen (i) …………………………(chick/cheek) and a throbbing jaw. (It’s/Its) (ii) ………………………………that wretched tooth again!” she (iii) ......…………(grown/groaned holding her jaw cautiously. She (iv)……………………….(new/knew) she had to (v) ……………..(see/sea) a dentist (vi)………………………… (write/right) away. She couldn’t (vii) …………………(wait/weight) any longer for she was in (viii) …………………..(grate/great) pain. She decided to call on Cheptoo, an old lady and neighbour (ix)…………… (to/too) get some painkillers, before she went (x) …………...the dentist.

(g) Re-write the following sentences according to the instructions given in brackets. (5mks)

     (i) Will I get time to do it? (Begin: I wonder……)

          ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

    (ii) I will never do it again. (Begin: Never….)

         ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

   (iii) I am going to Tanzania next week Neno said my sister is getting married. 
          (Punctuate the sentence correctly)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

       ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (iv) Keben will marry Chesang. Her parents agree. (Combine into one sentence using a conditional clause.)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(v) There is fresh food in the kitchen. (Replace the underlined word with another which is opposite in meaning.)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(h) Change the verbs in brackets into the present continuous tense. 


(5mks)

(i) The cows………………………………..(graze) in the field.

(ii) John and Mary …………………….….(read) in the library.

(iii) I ………………………….…….(go) tomorrow

(iv) Kipngeno ………………………….……..(hop) on one foot.

(v) We ……………………………….….(dig) until noon.

(i) 
Change the following sentences into the passive voice. 




(5mks)

(i) Chebet kicked the ball.

   
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (ii) Chelangat cooked the dinner last night.

    
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (iii) Zebras surrounded our school bus.

   
  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (iv) Patrick Njiru won the safari rally.

    
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 (v) The dog ate the meat.

    
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(j)
 Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with appropriate quantifiers 

(5mks)

(i) He isn’t very popular. He has ………………………………....friends.
(ii) You must be quick. We have …………………………………time left.

(iii) Get yourself some oranges. There are …………………………..…… left in the fridge.

(iv) The weather has been dry recently. We have had …………………………….……….rain.

(v) The husband has been very reckless. He has ………….time for the family.

4. 
Write an apology letter to your teacher of English for failing to complete an assignment she 
             had given you. 









(20mks)

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

     ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
PAGE  
1

